CHAPTER II
THE FIRST KNOWN MEDICAL MEN
AFTER that long prehistoric epoch, of which we have such shadowy
and indefinite records, came the invention of writing, the establish-
ment of the calendar, and, in consequence, the dawn of recorded
history.
The scene was laid in Mesopotamia, the " cradle ofjnan-
kind/' and in the adjacent land of Egypt, Between tEe northern
boundary of the Arabian Desert and the mountains of Asia Minor
there lies a semi-circular belt of country well watered by the great
rivers Euphrates and Tigris, and known as the Fertile Crescent.
Here, at a very early period, probably from 4000 B.C., arose the
great civilization known at first as Sumerian, and later as that
of the kingdoms of Sumer and Akkad.1
The greatness of the Sumerian civilization, which lasted for
about two thousand years, has only recently been revealed by
the excavation of the ancient city of Ur,2 This magnificent
capital was situated at the eastern end of the Fertile Crescent,
on the Euphrates, and about one hundred miles from the Persian
Gulf.
Agriculture and cattle-breeding were the chief sources of
revenue of the Sumerians. Systems of irrigation and of transport
by land and water had been evolved, and many of the houses at
Ur were provided with bathrooms and drains. Art and crafts-
manship attained a high standard. Wheeled vehicles were in
use, and tools and utensils of copper, A number of small knives
of hardened copper have been found, and are believed to be
surgical instruments. A method of writing upon clay tablets in
cuneiform signs had been invented- There can be no doubt of
the existence of a Sumerian medical profession, as some of the
tablets which have been discovered have a bearing on medicine,
and there is in the Wellcome Museum the seal of a Sumerian
physician who lived about 3000 B.C. There is a similar seal of
a Babylonian medical man, dated about 2300 B.C., in the Louvre
Museum (Plate v). Sumerian culture, therefore, appears to
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